Third Dentition.--About four years since, a lady aged about twentyfive years, wife of a medical gentleman of Baltimore, applied to us for an entire upper set of artificial teeth. The roots of the natural organs were still in the jaw. These we extracted, and at the expiration of nine months, the alveolar border having by this time undergone the changes which usually follow the loss of the teeth, we constructed and applied a dental substitute, which she still wears; but about two months since she again called on us, and playfully remarked, that she believed her jaw was about to be supplied with new teeth. On removing the artificial piece, we discovered, to our surprise, the crown of a right cuspidatus just peeping through the gum. Upon examination it was found to be well developed, and very firmly attached to the jaw bone, but it has neither root nor socket.
Such anomalous productions have occasionally been met with before, but no attempt, that we are aware of, has ever been made to explain the manner of their formation. Do they originate from a tissue different from that which gives rise to the rudiments of the teeth of first and second dentition 1 Although this is a question which physiology has never attempted to solve, we think no one will affirm they do, inexplicable, apparently, as may otherwise seem the manner of their formation.
The rudiments of the teeth of first and second dentition, as is now universally admitted, are the product of mucous membrane, while those of third dentition, or the anomalous productions of which we are now speaking, would seem to originate from the periosteal tissue, if not from the bone itself.
In obedience to what law of developmental anatomy are they formed 7 Certainly to none primitively impressed upon the animal economy, for they have never been known to appear so long as the secondary teeth remain in the jaws. If 
